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TEACHERS 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [10.03 pm]: I want to pick up on the theme of Hon Stephen Pratt’s 
member’s statement tonight when he talked about outstanding teachers in our state. President, last Thursday night, 
I went to a pub and those who know me, as you do, would not find this to be a very extraordinary thing. What was 
extraordinary, though, was the reason I found myself having a beer at said pub. I found myself there because of an 
outstanding teacher. I have to say at the outset that he was not my teacher, although, as a musician, I would certainly 
have been happy to have him as a teacher during my school years. I was there on Thursday night as a plus one, 
which gave me a unique opportunity to observe the events of the night while I held up my own little private corner 
of the bar. 
What I saw mostly were people excitedly reacquainting themselves after many years. People who went to school 
together were dancing, hugging and smiling. The teacher in question was Mr Kevin Ferguson, a long-time music 
teacher at Hedland Senior High School and, more recently, in Perth. He was the reason for the joy. A large part of 
the pub had been hired out by former students of his. On stage throughout the night were a few different bands, 
including his band, Soozy and the Misfits. From what I could tell, the other bands were made up of his friends and 
former students. What is important is that everyone in that room came because of him. They came, quite literally, 
from all over the state. They performed for him and with him and for their former classmates. There were a couple 
of generations at least of former students, all there because of this one teacher—a man who had clearly influenced 
so many lives. 
The reason I rise tonight is not to tell his story specifically. I use his story to illustrate and reflect on the importance 
of teachers to our lives and to the lives of most people. We in this place pass legislation that, generally, at a macro 
level, affects people’s lives. However, if members are ever in any doubt about which profession in this world has the 
ability to directly affect lives, especially young lives, they need look only at teachers. Teachers can have an enormous 
impact on people’s lives, especially in their formative years. I witnessed firsthand last week the result of this. At the 
end of this school year, I wish to acknowledge all teachers in Western Australia for the incredibly important and 
potentially life-changing job they all do. 
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